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Circuit Direction

Left-hand circuits must normally be made.  Right-hand circuit requirements are listed in 

ERSA.

At non-towered aerodromes an aircraft is permitted, however, to excute a turn opposite to 

the circuit direction on to course if:

(a)  it has climbed straight ahead to well outside the circuit area

(b)  has reached a point at least 3nm from the aerodrome.

Circuit Height

By convention, the following circuit heights are flown:

(a)  jets, turbo-props, and others with a speed greater than 150kt..............1,500ft AGL

(b)  other aircraft with a speed between 55kt and 150kt.............................1,000ft AGL and

(c)  helicopters and ultra-lights with a speed of 55kt or less......................500ft AGL
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Consider a day when the QNH is 1022 hPa.  

If the pilot sets 1022 in the subscale window of the 

altimeter, the instrument will then read the height of the 

aircraft above the sea.  This is called the altitude

If the altimeter knob is adjusted to make the 

instrument read zero, the pressure which 

appears in the sub scale window will be the 

current pressure at this field.  This is called the 

QFE and the altimeter will now indicate height 

above the field.

If the QNH is set while the aircraft is on 

the ground at this field, the altimeter will 

once again read the height above the sea.  

In this case it is called the elevation 
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